
September 10, 2012 
 

Mariners Lunch Box Challenge 
 
Sept 10 Introduction to Challenge 
 

Sept 24 Bring in your Lunch Box 
 

May 13                     Reveal 
 
This quilting challenge calls for each participant to make a lap size topper* for another 
participant. You do not need to finish the quilt –– the requirement is for a topper only.   

Each lunch box exchange participant will swap their lunch box for someone else’s, so every 
participant creates a topper and also receives a topper.  Each quilter gets to work with the fabrics 
selected by another quilter. And it will be up to you to add additional fabric and colours as you 
wish.  The fabrics and colors found in the box may be something that we wouldn’t normally 
choose for ourselves, however, that’s part of the challenge and the other part of the challenge is 
to make something that reflects or fits the other person. 
 
Supplies: 
To begin the Lunch Box challenge, you need only 2 metres of fabric, the lunch box (supplied by 
Aramark), and a piece of paper with your name on it. The 2 metres of fabric can be 2 metres of 
the same fabric, or 1 metre of two different fabrics. 

Place the 2 metres of fabric in the lunch box along with a piece of paper that has your name 
on it. At this point, if you wish to specify a particular quilting project such as a baby quilt or a 
child’s quilt, you can do so by jotting that down on the piece of paper.   
 
First Step: 
Bring in your Lunch Box on September 24 with your two metres of fabric. And take home a 
Lunch Box from someone else.  Shhhhh—don’t tell whose box you got! 
 
When working on the topper: 
Whatever you do, don’t reveal who you are because this quilting project is a secret until the 
revealing. Here’s the fun part of this quilt guild challenge – after you’ve chosen the pattern and 
additional fabrics to make the topper, you can send the person you’ve chosen a little note card 
with swatches of the fabrics, or maybe rip out of a magazine some pictures of quilts and state 
that the one you’re making is similar, etc.  You could write a cute little poem telling the person 
about the colours or design.  But don’t reveal who you are! 
 
On reveal day, bring the lunch box with the completed topper. When your name is called you 
will reveal the person that you made the topper for and present her with the lunch box to open 
and then the two of you show the quilt topper. I am sure that you will be amazed at the creativity 
and colour choices that are made. 
 
Contact for this challenge is:   
Jackie Logan  420-5668 (W) 461-0362 (H) jackie.logan@smu.ca 
  
*LAP – between 52″ – 68″ or 132cm x 173cm wide and the length can be from about 52″ – 78″ or 132cm 
x 198cm. Although a lap quilt can be any size. A quilt that a child will want to bring along could be as 
small as 36″x36″ or 91cm x 91cm. A lap quilt that is 42″x 60″ 107cm x 152cm is great for cuddling up on 
the couch with. 
 


